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ARGUMENT

Anul 2018 aduce cu sine implinirea a 100 de ani de la desdvarsirea unitétii nationale a
statului roman. Este un moment plin de semnificatii pentru poporul roman. Acum un veac a fost
posibild realizarea acestui deziderat de veacuri al poporului roman. Nu a fost tocmai usor in
conditiile in care interesele marilor imperii primau in defavoarea intereselor romanilor.

Medgidia si-a adus contributia din plin la realizarea acestui obiectiv major al neamului
romanesc. In Primul Rizboi Mondial, medgidienii au luat parte la operatiunile militare si si-au
adus contributia la victoria finald impotriva Puterilor Centrale.

Soldatii din Medgidia au platit cu sange pretul victoriei si au contribuit la realizarea
actului "Marii Uniri".

Aparitia unui album foto-documentar in anul centenarului este mai mult decat benefica si
necesard, pentru a marca acest eveniment major al istoriei nationale.

Pentru o mai buné cunoastere a istoriei spatiului dobrogean, un album foto-documentar se
poate constitui intr-un instrument stiintific, cat si intr-o lucrare de popularizare a imaginilor,
fotografiilor si documentelor ce apartin istoriei dobrogene si istoriei Medgidiei. Istoria Medgidiei
nu se rezuma doar la 100 de ani de istorie, aceasta fiind mult mai veche, indepértdndu-se in
negura vremii, citre inceputul veacului al XV-lea.

Lucrarea de fata grupeaza o serie de fotografii, vederi, documente, unele cunoscute, altele
mai putin cunoscute si o serie de imagini inedite din colectii particulare.

Limitele cronologice au fost impuse de sdrbatoarea Centenarului Marii Uniri, avand in
vedere perioada cuprinsd intre 1918 -2018. Fotografiile si documentele inserate in lucrare,
constituie argumente indispensabile cercetarii istoriei orasului Medgidia si a arealului multietnic
si multicultural cuprins intre Dunére si Marea Neagri.

Am scos in evidentd imagini sugestive ale orasului, cu constructii emblematice,
personalitdti mai putin cunoscute si oameni de rdnd care si-au adus contributia la dezvoltarea
orasului.

Toate aceste imagini si documente vor constitui dupa parerea noastrd o incursiune in
istoria contemporana a Medgidiei, parte a istoriei dobrogene si stabilirea unor repere istorice ale
spatiului si comunitétii de aici in ultima suti de ani.

Gruparea acestora intr-un volum sau album va oferi posibilitatea cititorului si iubitorului
de istorie fie el medgidian, dobrogean, roman sau striin sa cunoasci file din istoria orasului de pe
Valea Kara-su si sé constientizeze importanta acestuia in cadrul Dobrogei.

Promovarea acestor valori cunoscute sau mai putin cunoscute pot reprezenta fard putintd
de tigada o adevirati carte de vizitd pentru Medgidia si pentru locuitorii sii.

Aparitia acestui volum cu prilejul Centenarului Marii Uniri reprezintd un omagiu adus de
Medgidia si de locuitorii sdi celor care acum un veac au gandit si au realizat un moment unic n
istoria nafionald si anume -DESAVARSIREA UNITATII NATIONALE SI FORMAREA
ROMANIEI MARI — un ideal de veacuri al natiunii romane.
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ARGUMENT

L'année 2018 apporte 1 'accomplissement des 100 années depuis I'achévement de I'état
roumain.

C'est un momentplein de significations pour le peuple roumain. La réalisation de ce désir
du peuple roumain a été possible il y a un siccle. Cela n'a pas du tout été facile car les grands
empires s'y opposaient constamment.

Medgidia a apporté sa contribution a la réalisation de cet objectif important de notre
nation. Pendant la Premi¢re Guerre Mondiale les habitants de Medgidia ont pris part aux
opérations militaires et ont apporté leur contribution a la victoire finale contre les Pouvoirs
Centrals.

Les soldats de Medgidia ont payé avec leur sang le prix de la victoire et ont contribué a la
réalisation de la "Grande Union".

L'apparition d'un album photo-documentaire pendant l'année de la célébration du
centenaire de notre pays est bénéfique et nécessaire, et marque aussi un événement important de
l'histoire nationale.

Pour une meilleure connaissance de l'histoire de I'espace de Dobrogea un album photo-
documentaire peut étre un instrument scientifique et un ouvrage qui contient des images, des
photos et des documents qui appartienment a 'histoire de Medgidia. L'histoire de Medgidia est
trés ancienne, les premiers témoignages remonte au XV-¢me siccle.

Cet ouvrage contient une série de photos, de cartes postales illustrées, de documents, les
uns sont connus, les autres sont moins connus et une série d'images inédites qui apartiennent aux
collections particulaires.

Les limites chronologiques ont été imposées par la célébration du centenaire, nous avons
tenu donc compte de la période 1918-2018. Les photos et les documents insérés dans 1'ouvrage,
constituent des arguments indispensables dans la recherche scientifique de l'histoire de la ville de
Medgidia et de la société multiculturale présente ici, entre Le Danube et La Mer Noire.

J'ai mis en évidence les images suggestives de la ville, avec des constuctions
représentatives, des personnalités moins connues et des gens qui ont apporté leur contribution au
développement de la ville.

Tous ces images et documents constitueront, selon notre avis, une incursion dans
T'histoire contemporaine de Medgidia, comme une partie de T'histoire de la région de Dobrogea et
la fixation des reperes historiques de l'espace et de notre communauté pendant les demiers cent
ans.

Cet album offrira la possibilité¢ de connaitre l'histoire de la ville située dans la vallée de
Kara-Su par tous ceux qui aiment l'histoire.

La stimulation de ces valeurs connues ou moins connues peut représenter, sans doute, une
véritable carte de visite pour Medgidia et pour ses habitants.

L'apparition de ce volume a l'occasion de la célébration du Centenaire représente un
hommage apporté par notre ville et par ses habitants, pour ceux qui, il y a un siécle ont réalisé un
moment unique dans l'histoire nationale - L'ACHEVEMENT DE L'UNITE NATIONALE ET
LA FORMATION DE LA GRANDE ROUMANIE - un idéal de la nation roumaine.

11
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ABSTRACT

The year 2018 brings with it the 100th anniversary of the completion of the national unity
of the Romanian state. It is a moment of great significance for the Romanian people. A century
ago it has been possible to achieve this goal of the Romanian people for centuries. It was not
easy because the interests of the great empires came first to the detriment of the interests of the
Romanians.

Medgidia has made its full contribution to achieving this major objective of the
Romanian people. In World War I, inhabitants from Medgidia took part in military operations
and contributed to the final victory against the Central Powers.

The Medgidia soldiers paid the victory price with blood and contributed to the "Grand
Union" act.

The emergence of a photo-documentary album in the centenary is more than beneficial
and necessary to mark this major event of national history.

For a better understanding of the history of the Dobrogea area, a photo-documentary
album can constitute both a scientific instrument and a work of promoting the images, photos
and documents belonging to the history of Dobrogea and the history of Medgidia. The history of
Medgidia is not limited to 100 years of history, this being much older, going away in the mist of
time, to the beginning of the fifteenth century.

The present paper groups a series of photographs, views, documents, some well-known,
others less well-known and a series of original images from private collections.

Chronological limits were imposed by the Celebration of the Centenary of the Great
Union, given the period from 1918 to 2018. The photographs and documents inserted in the
paper are indispensable arguments for the study of the history of Medgidia and the multiethnic
and multicultural area between the Danube and the Black Sea.

We highlighted the city's suggestive images, emblematic buildings, lesser-known
personalities, and ordinary people who have contributed to the development of the city.

All these images and documents will constitute, in our opinion, an insight into the
contemporary history of Medgidia, a part of Dobrogea history and the establishment of historical
landmarks and the present community in the last hundred years.

Grouping them in a volume or album will give the reader and the lovers of history the
opportunity to learn about the history of the town from the Kara-Su Valley and to realize its
importance in Dobrogea, whether it is an inhabitant from Medgidia, a Dobrogea dweller,a
Romanian or a foreigner.

Promoting these known or less well-known values can undoubtedly constitute a true
business card for Medgidia and its inhabitants.

The emergence of this volume on the occasion of the Centenary of the Great Union
represents a tribute from Medgidia and its inhabitants to those who have thought and achieved a
unique moment in national history, namely - THE COMPLETION OF NATIONAL UNITY
AND THE ACHIEVMENT OF GREAT ROMANIA - a centuries-old ideal of the Romanian
nation.

12
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VORWORT

Das Jahr 2018 bringt mit sich den einhundertsten Jahrestag der nationalen Einheit
Ruminiens. Dieser Moment ist fiir das Ruménische Volk wertvoll. Vorhundert Jahren wurde
diese ewige Sehnsucht des ruminischen Volkes erfiillt. Es war aber nicht so einfach, denn die
Interessen der grofen Reichen waren nachteilig fiir die, der Ruménen.Medgidia spielte eine sehr
grofe Rolle dabei, um diesem Hauptziel der ruminischen Bevolkerung zu dienen. Viele
Menschen, die in Medgidia wohnten, nahmen wihrend des ersten Weltkrieg an die militérische
Operationen teil und leisteten auch ihre Beitrige zum Endsieg iiber die Mittelmédchte dabei.

Die Soldaten aus Medgidia bezahlten mit eigenen Blut den Preis des Sieges. Thre
Opferung trug dazu bei, die ,,groe Vereinigung Ruméniens” moglich zu machen.

Die Entstehung eines Foto-Dokumentar Album ist nicht nur notwendig, aber zwar auch
vorteilhaft, anldBlich dieses Ereignisses vor genau hundert Jahren.

Um mehr Erkenntnisse iiber die Geschichte der DobrudschaRegion zu sammeln, kann
man das Foto-Dokumentar Album als wissenschaftliches Werkzeug verwenden. Es kann auch
fir ein Werk gehalten werden, das fiir die Vermittlung der Bildern, Fotografien und
Dokumenten, die mit der Geschichte von Dobrudscha und Medgidia zu tun haben,
verantwortlich ist. Medgidias Geschichte beschrinkt sich nicht nur auf die 100 Jahren, weil die
Stadt &lter ist und ihre Geschichte schon frither, im 15. Jahrhundert begann.

Das vorliegende Werk besteht aus einer Reihe von Fotografien, Postkarten, Dokumenten,
von denen ein Paar bekannt sind, und einzigartigen Bildern, die aus Privatbesitz stammen.

Der Zeitraum 1918 bis 2018liegt an der Hundertjahrfeier der GroBlen Vereinigung
Ruminiens. Die Fotografien und die Dokumenten, die in dieser Abhandlung eingefiigt worden
sind, stellen die unerldssigen Argumente fiir die historische Forschungzur Geschichte Medgidias
und gesamtes multiethnischen und multikulturellen Gebiet zwischen der Donau und dem
Schwarzen Meer dar.

Bilder mit groBer Bedeutung wurden zur Geltung gebracht. Man kann auf den Bildern
prigende Bauwerke, weniger bekannte Personlichkeiten und gewdhnliche Leute, die zur
Entwicklung der Stadt ihre Beitridge geleistet haben, beobachten.Alle diese Bilder und
Dokumenten werden unserer Meinung nach einen Ausflug in die zeitgendssische Geschichte
Medgidias, die auch ein Teil der Geschichte Doburdschas ist, bilden. Beziehungsweise werden
historische Wahrzeichen des Raums und der Gemeinschaft dieser Region in den letzen hundert
Jahren festgestellt werden.lhre Zusammenfassung in einem Band oder Album wird den
Geschichtslesern und Geschichtsliebhabern die Gelegenheit geben, Teil der Geschichte der Stadt
auf dem Kara-Su Tal zu entdecken und sie bewusst zu machen, wie wichtig dieser Stadt in
Dobrudscha ist.

Die Forderung dieser Grundwerte, die bekannt oder unbekannt sind, kann fiir Medgidia
und ihre Einwohner wie eine echte Visitenkarte sein.

Das Auftreten diesem Werk anlédsslich der Hundertjahrfeier der groBen Vereinigung
Ruminiens reprisentiert eine Hommage von Medgidia und ihre Einwohner an die, die hundert
Jahren friiher einen einzigartigen Moment in Ruméniens Nationalgeschichte gedacht und erreicht
haben — DIE VOLLENDUNG DER NATIONALEN EINHEIT UND DIE ENTSTEHUNG DES
GROBRUMANIENS - ein Ideal seit Jahrhunderte fiir die Ruménische Nation.
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SAVUNMA

2018 yili Romanya Devletinin milli biitiinliigii tamamlanmesmm 100.y1ldéniimiidiir.
Romen Milleti igin anlam bakimmdan ¢ok zengin bir andir. Yiiz y1l dnce Romen Milletinin
yiizyillar boyunca hayal ettii bu arzusunun gergeklesmesi miimkiin olmugtur. Biiyiik
imparatorluklarin ¢ikarlar;, Romenlerin ¢ikarlarmdan &nce geldikleri o an bu hi¢ kolay
olmamugtir.

Mecidiye kasabasi Romen Milletinin bu biiyiik hedefinin gerg¢eklesmesine 6nemli katkida
bulunmustur. Birinci Diinya Savasinda Mecidiye’liler askeri operasyonlara katilmis ve lttifak
Devletlerine kars1 nihai zafere ulagilmasma katkida bulunmuslardir.

Mecidiye’li askerler zaferin bedelini kanlanyla 6demis, ,Biiyilkk Birlesme”nin
yapilmasma katkida bulunmuslardir.

Fotograf ve belgeler iceren bir albimiin, 100.y1ld6éniimiinii kutladigimiz yilda ¢ikarilmasi,
milli tarihimizin bu 6nemli olaymm vurgulanmasi maksadiyla hem faydali hem gerekliydi.

Fotograf ve belgeler igeren bir albiim Dobruca tarihinin daha iyi tanmmasi i¢in bilimsel
bir arag olabilir, ayrica Dobruca tarihi ve Mecidiye kasabasinm tarihine ait gériintii, fotograf ve
belgeleri tanitma galigmasi olabilir. Mecidiye’nin tarihi sadece 100 yildan ibaret degil, kokleri
daha eski, XV.ylizyilin bagma dayamyor.

Bu ¢alisma, bazilar1 bilinen, bazilar1 az bilinen ¢esitli fotograf, kartpostal, belge ile 6zel
kolleksiyonlara ait heniiz goriilmemis baz1 goriintiiler igermektedir.

Kronolojik simirlar Biiylik Birlesme’nin 100.y1ldéniimil vesilesiyle diisiiniilmiig, 1918-
2018 yillarmi kapsamaktadir. Caligmada yeralan fotograflar ve belgeler Mecidiye kasabasi
tarihinin ve Tuna ile Karadeniz arasmda bulunan, birgok etnik grubu ve birgok kiiltiirii barindiran
alanm tarihinin arastirilmasi i¢in vazge¢ilmez argiimanlardir.

Kasabay: tanimlayan 6nemli goriintiileri, sembol degerindeki binalari, daha az tanmmig
sahsiyetleri ve sehrin kalkmmasma katkida bulunan siradan insanlar1 vurguladik.

Kanaatimizce biitlin bu goriinti ve belgeler, Dobruca tarihinin bir pargasi olan
Mecidiye’nin giincel tarihine bir giris, Mecidiye kasabasi ve toplumun son yiiz yillik tarihinin
bazi 6nemli anlarini gézler 6niine sermektedir.

Biitiin bunlarm bir kitap veya albiime toplanmalari, ister Mecidiye’li, ister Dobruca’ls,
ister Romen veya yabanci tarih sevenlerin Kara-Su Vadisinde bulunan sehrin tarihinin
tanimalarma, Dobruca’daki 6nemini anlamalarina neden olacaktir.

Bilinen veya az bilinen bu degerlerin tamtilmasi, Mecidiye kasabasi ve sakinlerinin
gergek bir kartviziti olabilecegi inkar edilemez.

Biiyikk Birlesme’nin  100.y11doniimii  vesilesiyle ¢ikarilan bu kitap, Mecidiye ve
sakinlerinin yiiz y1l 6nce milli tarihimizde essiz bir ani, Romen milletinin yiizyillik arzusu olan
MILLI BUTUNLUGUN TAMAMLANMASI VE BUYUK ROMANYA'NIN
OLUSTURULMASI’n1 gergeklestirenlere armagamdur.

14
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INTRODUCERE

Lucrarea de fata se doreste a fi un demers prin care sé fie scoase la iveald noi informatii
despre orasul Medgidia, bazate pe imagini, unele dintre acestea cunoscute, prin publicarea in alte
lucrari dedicate orasului, altele fiind inedite, aducénd o altd imagine asupra agezarii.

Sunt valorificate o serie de izvoare inedite, discutii cu persoane particulare, fotografii si
documente inedite.

Noul nostru demers are in vedere o tratare a evolutiei orasului de la 1918 péna in zilele
noastre, in secolul scurs de la inféptuirea idealului national al MARII UNIRI, intr-o editie
bilingvid (roméni-englezd) si cu argumentul lucrdrii in alte limbi strdine precum: francezi,
germand si turcd. Lucrarea este dedicatd marelui eveniment national legat d¢ CENTENARUL
MARII UNIRI, la care si-au adus contributia si dobrogenii.

Lucrarea se doreste a fi o adevarata carte de vizitd pentru cei care vor cunoaste realitatile
urbei de pe Valea Kara-Su.

Prin documentele si fotografiile inserate, lucrarea de fatd poate fi consideratd un album
dedicat ultimilor 100 de ani de evolutie a orasului. Se poate observa aceastd evolutie a localitatii
si principalele investitii care s-au realizat in diferite regimuri politice.

Fotografia este un document istoric care ne ofera posibilitatea unei abordari multiple, de
pe urma careia putem cunoaste aspecte precum:

- ocupatiile,

- portul,

- starea materiald,

- starea de spirit,

- preocupdrile artistice,

- obiective edilitare,

- constructii emblematice in diferite perioade istorice,

- evolutia pe orizontal si pe verticald a asezarii.

Reunirea tuturor fotografiilor, vederilor, instantaneelor, intr-un volum era necesard mai
mult decét oricind, pentru a fi accesibild acum, dar si peste ani urmasilor si impatimitilor de
istorie locala.

Am constatat in ultimii ani cd sunt astfel de oameni, pasionati de tot ceea ce a insemnat si
inseamnd Medgidia. Postérilor acestora pe diferite retele de socializare este beneficd multimii. Ii
putem considera adevirati "detectivi" pe urmele trecutului.

Istoria orasului Medgidia este cunoscutd, prin publicatiile apdrute dupd anul 1996,
precum si a unui roman care se apleacé asupra vietii cotidiene?, dintr-o anumiti perioadd istoric.

In urma unei intdlniri avute cu reputatul prof. univ. dr. Kemal Karpat si a discutiilor
purtate cu Domnia Sa, am reusit sd ldmurim anumite aspecte mai pufin cunoscute ale evolutiei
orasului, pe baza unor informatii obtinute din arhivele otomane din Turcia, dar si a unor
evenimente triite personal de acesta, in perioada interbelicd si de care isi aducea aminte cu
deosebitd placere.

! A se vedea: Aurelia Lipusan, Stefan Lipusan, Medgidia — Carasu, Editura Muntenia, Constanta, 1996;Corneliu
Marinescu, Medgidia. Studiu monografic, Editura Dobrogea, 2006; Adrian Ilie, Valea Kara-su in perioada secolelor
XIV- XIX. Monografie istoricd, Editura Succeed Publishing, Medgidia, 2008; Idem, Medgidia.Istoria orasului de la
1918 pdnd in prezent, Editura Ex Ponto, Constanta, 2012; Idem, Medgidia la inceputul secolului al XX-lea.
Participanti in campaniile militare din anul 1913 §i din anii 1916-1919, Editura Ex Ponto, Constanta, 2014; Idem,
Comunitdtile turcd si tdtard din Medgidia. Aspecte privind organizarea politicd, sociald, economicd, religioasd si
culturald, Editura Ex Ponto, Constanta, 2015; Idem, Primarii Medgidiei. Crestini i musulmani, Editura Ex Ponto,
Constanta, 2017; Idem, Personalititi marcante ale Medgidiei, Editura Ex Ponto, Constanta, 2017; istoria oragului a
fost tratatd in studii §i articole de istorie, precum §i in presa judeteand ( www.ziuaconstanta.ro)

2 Cristian Teodorescu, Medgidia. Orasul de apoi, Roman, Editura Cartea Roméneasci, Bucuresti, 2009.
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Demersul nostru are in vedere prezentarea evolutiei orasului in contextul transformarilor
pe care le-a suferit Europa, dar si Roménia, de la sférgitul Primului Rézboi Mondial, pana in
zilele noastre.

La fel ca si in alte parti ale lumii, situatia de dupa Primul Razboi Mondial a contribuit la
afirmarea comunititilor, ca urmare a adoptrii principiului autodetermindrii, atat de popularizat
in epoci. La nivel national, se cunoaste impactul acestui principiu, mai cu seama in teritoriile
locuite de roméni, in majoritate, dar aflate, vremelnic, sub dominatia imperiilor multinationale.
La nivel local nu se cunoaste o afirmare a acestui principiu §i o manifestare consistentd a
acestuia. La Medgidia, au continuat si trdiascid aldturi de romdnii majoritari, comunita{i de
striini, care au preferat si se implice in dezvoltarea si afirmarea localitdtii in care trdiau si
munceau. Printre astia amintim: turci, tétari, evrei, armeni, bulgari, francezi, greci s.a.

Prin intermediul administratiei locale, dar si a unor persoane particulare, se vor realiza
investitii, care vor moderniza orasul §i vor contribui la prosperitatea locuitorilor sdi. Dacéd in
perioada interbelicd la nivel national se va inregistra cel mai ridicat nivel de trai al locuitorilor,
acelasi lucru se va resimti si la Medgidia, dovada fiind investitiile din acea perioada si
posibilitatile financiare ale administratiei locale.

In perioada antebelica si interbelici orasul a fost vizitat de inaltele fete regale, printre
care M.S. Carol I si M.S. Ferdinand I, dovadd a importantei asezirii din punct de vedere
economic si strategic, dar si a efortului depus de locuitorii urbei, in timpul primei conflagratii
mondiale.

Perioada comunistd va aduce industrializare dupa modelul sovietic, prin aparifia unor
intreprinderi de mari dimensiuni, precum I.M.U. Medgidia si Fabrica de Ciment din Medgidia,
care au contribuit la cresterea populatiei asezirii in mod constant.

La acest lucru a contribuit si demararea lucrarilor la Canalul Dundre - Marea Neagra,
incepand cu anul 1949, care au atras fortd de munca, stabilitd ulterior in zona, dar cu precadere in
oras. In sprijinul acestui argument, venim cu cresterea numarului de locuitori de la 6.916 in
1948, 1a 17.943 in 1956.

Cartierele orasului au fost modernizate §i au aparut constructii noi. Electrificarea,
asfaltarea si extinderea retelelor de apa si canalizare au contribuit la sporirea confortului cotidian.

Dupa anul 1990, sub semnul restructurdrii si privatizarii, unele intreprinderi s-au inchis,
altele au fost privatizate cu succes, iar altele, nu si-au gasit locul pe piata nou creati, dupi
disparifia regimurilor comuniste si al organizatiilor economice comuniste din Europa. Au apirut
in schimb intreprinderi private, care s-au adaptat la noile cerinte ale economiei de piati. Printre
acestea amintim firme productive precum: Sterk Plast, Lafarge (CRH), Sultan Prodexim,
Etermed s.a.

Doresc sd aduc multumiri d-lui Ali Islambay, manager general Sterk Plast Medgidia,
pentru finantarea acestei lucrdri si intelegerea oportunitatii aparitiei acestui volum intr-un
moment unic al istoriei nationale, d-lui George Neascu, d-lui Traian Nichita, d-lui Romeo
Bercia, d-nei Aurelia Lipusan, d-lui Florin Rotaru, d-nei Maria Girip, d-lui Vlad Leu, d-nei
Cristina Boiadovschi-Paizan, d-lui Gelu Dae, d-nei Dumitra Dae, d-lui Gabriel Octavian
Nicolae, familiei Ohanian, familiei Dragusin, Bibliotecii Municipale Medgidia, reprezentati de
d-na Neugis Asan si lista poate continua, pentru amabilitatea de a-mi pune la dispozitie fotografii
si documente din colectiile pe care le detin.

De asemenea, aduc multumiri celor care s-au implicat in realizarea traducerii, a
argumentului lucrarii si a copertilor acesteia: prof. Zisan Sicu, prof. Alina Coman, prof. Cornelia
Dorobantu, prof. Vildan Bormambet si nu in ultimul rind lui Andrei Ionagcu, un tanir student
medgidian.
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INTRODUCTION

The present paper is intended to be an endeavour through which new information
about the city of Medgidia are exposed, based on images, some of which are known, being
published in other books dedicated to the city, others being unprecedented, bringing another
image on the settlement.

A number of unprecedented sources, discussions with private individuals, photos and
unpublished documents are being put into value.

Our new approach is to treat the evolution of the city from 1918 to the present day, in
the century from the realization of the national ideal of THE GREAT UNION, in a bilingual
edition (Romanian-English) and with the argument of the work in other foreign languages as:
French, German and Turkish. The work is dedicated to the great national event linked to THE
CENTENIAL OF THE GREAT UNION, to which the inhabitants of Dobrogea also contributed.

The work is intended to be a real business card for those who know the realities of the
Kara-Su Valley.

With the help of the documents and photos inserted, this work can be considered an
album dedicated to the last 100 years of the evolution of the town. One can observe this
evolution of the locality and the main investments that have been made in different political
regimes.

Photography is a historical document that gives us the possibility of a multiple
approach, from which we can know aspects such as:

- occupations,

- port,

- the material state,

- state of mind,

- artistic preoccupations,

- urban objectives,

- emblematic buildings in different historical periods,
- horizontal and vertical evolution of the settlement.

Assembling all the photos, views, snapshots, in a volume was needed more than ever to
be accessible now and in the years to come to the descendants and to those who are passionate
about our local history.

We have recently found that there are people, passionate about everything that
Medgidia meant. Their posts on different social networks are beneficial to everyone. We can
consider them real "detectives," tracing the past.

The history of Medgidia is known through the publications that have appeared since 1996,
and because of a novel that focuses on everyday life from a certain historical period.

After a meeting with the reputed prof. Dr. Kemal Karpat and the conversations with
him, we managed to clarify certain less known aspects of the evolution of the city, based on
information from the Ottoman archives in Turkey, as well as some personal experiences he
experienced during the interwar period, which he remembered with great pleasure.

Our approach is to present the evolution of the city in the context of the
transformations that Europe as well as Romania has suffered, from the end of the First World
War to the present day.

As in other parts of the world, the situation after the First World War contributed to the
affirming of communities as a result of adopting the principle of self-determination, so popular
in the era. At national level, the impact of this principle is known, especially in the territories
inhabited by Romanians, mostly but temporarily, under the domination of multinational empires.
Locally, an affirmation of this principle and a consistent manifestation of it is less known. In
Medgidia, communities of foreigners continued to live with the majority population of
Romanians, who preferred to get involved in the development and affirmation of the locality
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where they lived and worked. Among them we mention: Turks, Tartars, Jews, Armenians,
Bulgarians, French, Greeks, etc.

Through local government, as well as private individuals, investments will be made,
which will modernize the city and contribute to the prosperity of its inhabitants. If in the interwar
period the highest living standards of the inhabitants will be recorded at national level, the same
will be perceived in Medgidia, proof being the investments from that period and the financial
possibilities of the local administration.

During the pre-war and interwar period the city was visited by the Royal Family,
including His Majesty Carol I* and His Majesty Ferdinand I*, proof of the importance of the
economic and strategic settlement, but also of the effort made by the inhabitants of the city
during the first world conflagration.

The Communist period will bring industrialization after the Soviet model through the
emergence of large-scale enterprises such as L.M.U. Medgidia and The Cement Factory in
Medgidia, which have contributed to the constant growth of the population.

This was also the beginning of the work on the Danube - Black Sea Channel since
1949, which attracted work force, which was later established in the area, but especially in the
city. In support of this argument, we come with the increase in the number of inhabitants from
6.916 in 1948 to 17.943 in 1956.

The city's neighborhoods have been upgraded and new buildings have emerged.
Electrification, asphalting and the extension of water and sewerage networks have helped to
increase everyday comfort.

After 1990, under the sign of restructuring and privatization, some enterprises closed
down, others were successfully privatized, and others did not find their place on the newly
created market after the disappearance of the communist regimes and the communist economic
organizations in Europe. Private enterprises, which have adapted to the new requirements of the
market economy, have emerged instead. Among these we mention productive companies such as
Sterk Plast, Lafarge (CRH), Sultan Prodexim, Etermed and others.

I would like to thank Mr. Ali Islambay, General Manager Sterk Plast Medgidia, for
financing this work and understanding the opportunity of this volume at a unique moment of
national history, Mr. George Neascu, Mr. Traian Nichita, Mr. Romeo Bercia, Mrs. Aurelia
Lapusan, Mr. Florin Rotaru, Mrs. Maria Girip, Mr. Vlad Leu, Mrs. Cristina Boiadovschi-Paizan,
Mr. Gelu Dae, Mrs. Dumitra Dae, Mr. Gabriel Octavian Nicolae, the Ohanian family, the
Dragusin family, the Town Library from Medgidia and the list can continue, for the courtesy to
offer photos and documents from their collections.

Also I would like to thank those who have been involved in the translation of the paper,
the argument and its covers: Prof. Zisan Sicu, Prof. Alina Coman, Prof. Comelia Dorobantu,
Prof. Vildan Bormambet and last but not least to Andrei Ionascu, a young student from
Medgidia.
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La 3 iunie 1919, Comisia interimard, prezidati de Aurel Oancea, punea in discufie
refacerea vietii locuitorilor urbei. In acest context se intrunea o comisie formatd din comerciantul
Stan Sorescu, preotul Cristache Georgescu, Constantin Golea si Alexa Fica, care urma sa
stabileascd despagubirile pentru fiecare familie in parte. Se specifica cu acelasi prilej, distrugerea
in totalitate a arhivei Primiriei’. Unii locuitori se ofereau sd munceasci voluntar pentru refacerea
stricaciunilor provocate de rizboi. Un exemplu il reprezinti si initiativa Batalionului X, in frunte
cu maiorul Izet Ali Cadar'®.

Datoritd acestui fapt, datele cu referire la situatia orasului in primii ani ai secolului al XX-
lea sunt foarte putine si nu ne permit si cunoastem in detaliu anumite aspect ale vietii social-
economice, politice si culturale.

I. MEDGIDIA AT THE BEGINNING OF THE XX CENTURY

Medgidia, the city founded by the reformer Sultan Abdul Megid, aided by Tatar
governor Sayd Marza Pasha on September 2, 1856, survived troubled times and The First World
War recording many destruction from the occupants, especially the Bulgarians.

According to German statistics from 1917, Medgidia had 31,464 inhabitants, and
according to other German statistics in 1918, it had 31,316 inhabitants. As a result of the second
census, the city of Medgidia had a population of 3,656 souls. Starting with 24" November, 1918,
a Romanian battalion settled in the city, once again under Romanian administration, the locality
will recover, expand and increase its population.

The situation of Medgidia at the beginning of the 20th century, after the end of the war,
was difficult. The inhabitants were trying to restore their homes and returned from exile. The
local government is concerned about the reconstruction of the infrastructure, the public buildings
affected by the bombings and the damage caused by the occupants.

On March 15" 1919, alongside Mayor Aurel Oancea, we find Gheorghe Ionescu,
Dragan Seitan, Ion I. Barsan and Eliaz Apaz. During the Commission's interim discussions the
major concerns about the increasing the amounts of fuel needed for schools and The City Hall,
and the restoration Communal Palace that was occupied by German and Bulgarian authorities
and suffered significant damage were dealt with.

On June 3™ 1919, the Interim Commission, chaired by Aurel Oancea, questioned the
restoration of the life of urban residents. In this context there was a commission consisting of the
merchant Stan Sorescu, the priest Cristache Georgescu, Constantin Golea and Alexa Fica, which
was about to settle the compensations for each family. The total destruction of the City Hall's
archive was mentioned on this occasion. Some people offered to volunteer to repair the damage
caused by the war. An example is the Battalion X, headed by Major Izet Ali Cadar.

Due to this fact, data on the situation of the city in the first years of the 20th century are

very few and do not allow us to know in detail certain aspects of the social, economical, political
and cultural life.

SIbidem, Dosar 1/1919, ff,22-23.
'Adrian Ilie, Medgidia. Istoria orasului de la 1918 pénd in prezent...., p.56.
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I. MEDGIDIA iN PERIOADA INTERBELICA

in perioada cuprinsi intre cele doud razboaie mondiale, Medgidia se va reface din punct
de vedere economic. Numirul locuitorilor va fi intr-o crestere permanenti. La Medgidia
functionau doua fabrici de {igld si ciramida®, iar in industria alimentara isi desfasura activitatea
Compania dobrogeana®, ce prelucra produsele agro-animaliere ale hinterlandului localitagii.

In anul 1908, comerciantul Traian Petricu infiinfa o fabricd de ape gazoase, avand o
productie zilnica de 800 de sifoane §i 500 sticle de limonada?’, ce-si va desfigura activitatea in
toatd perioada interbelica.

Locuitorii orasului s-au ocupat cu agricultura, cresterea animalelor, cultivarea vitei - de —
vie, au ficut comert, au deschis manufacturi $i mai apoi fabrici, manifestdndu-se ca pioneri ai
industriei locale.

Exista un spital unde erau tratate §i problemele generate de paludism, o problemad mai
veche cu care se confruntau locuitorii zonei. In anul 1921, se inregistrau 20-25 de cazuri, cu 50%
mai putine cazuri decét in anul precedent. Prin distribuirea celor 15 kg de chinind, problema a fost
rezolvata?®, cel putin pentru un timp.

In anul 1924, se deschidea ,Moara Stinila”, dotatd si cu o presd de ulei, ce avea o
productie de 120 de vagoane anual. Aceasta a functionat si in primii ani ai regimului comunist,
fiind nationalizatdi. O noud fabrici de ape gazoase, a fost construitd in 1939, aflatd in
proprietatea familiei Manciu, ce avea o productie de 700 de sifoane §i 500 de sticle de limonada
zilnic?.

In pragul celui de-al doilea rizboi mondial functiona Fabrica ,Daris”, ce producea
bomboane si halva. Activitatea va inceta, datoritd razboiului, iar proprietarul sdu va emigra in
Grecia®, situatia de nesiguranti, determindndu-1 s3 paraseasca Medgidia.

Ocupatiile locuitorilor Medgidiei, indiferent de originea lor etnicd, au fost diverse, acestia
fiind manati de interese pecuniare, de afirmare in cadrul comunitétii §i de respectare a unor
ocupatii familiale anterioare.

Ca urmare a aplicarii reformei agrare se vor infiinta case de cereale, printre care:
"Societatea Dreyffus”, Societatea ,,Fratii Damadian” (detinutid de comercianti armeni), Societatea
cu capital britanic ,,Pascale”, dar §i pravalii de cereale ale marilor proprietari funciari din oras. Un
reviriment il observim si in ceea ce priveste sistemul bancar, prin infiintarea Bancii ,, Infratirea”,
Banca ,,Medgidia” (in 1924), Banca de Scont (in 1925) si Banca Populara ,,Unirea” (din 1930)*".

In anul 1923, situatia etnica a orasului se prezenta astfel: 5375 roméni, 5 germani, 93
unguri, 4 rusi, 92 bulgari, 484 turci, 23 evrei, 176 alte natii. Populatia orasului era cifratd la 6252
locuitori®2.

Se constatd un amalgam al neamurilor, un conglomerat etnic §i un oras avind o méarime
medie. La acea vreme era unul din cele mai populate orage din central Dobrogei.

Pregitirea copiilor se desfasura in cadrul Gimnaziului mixt ,, Inginer 1.Ghe. Duca”,

avindu-l ca director pe Stefan Pretorian. Frecventau cursurile 101 elevi, dintre care 97 erau

25 Adrian Ilie. Medgidia. Istoria orasului..., p.94.

26x**Progrese realizate in Dobrogea in timp de 50 de ani in industrie si comert, in volumul Dobrogea. Cincizeci de
ani de vieatd roméaneasca, Bucuregti, 1928, p. 581.

Ybidem.

*® N.T. Negulescu, Judetul Constanfa in anii 1916 si 1922-1923. Expunere prezentati Consiliului Judetean
Constanta, Tipografia Victoria, 1924, pp.18-22.

% Corneliu Marinescu, op.cit., p. 193.

Olbidem, p.194.

o' Aurelia Lapusan, St. Lapugan, op.cit., p.181.

32%xx Minoritdtile nationale din Romania. 1918 -1925 , coordonator loan Scurtu, Liviu Boar, Arhivele Statului din
Roménia, Bucuresti, 1995, p.647.
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romani, trei greci §i un italian. Se organizau activitati culturale in cadrul Societdtii culturale
,Doctor Istrate”, care isi desfisura activitatea in cadrul scolii*>.

In 1925 printre profesiile locuitorilor din Medgidia se regiseau cele de: plugari,
viticultori, economi de vite, proprietari de turme de oi, proprietari agricoli, comercianti si arendasi
de pamanturi. {si desfasura activitatea si Asociatia agricola ,, Obstea Valul lui Traian”?*, care grupa
agricultori cu interese comune.

In anul 1926 se hotira incredintarea lucririlor de reparatie a acoperisului Palatului
Comunal, citre tinichigiul Ion Linguritd, lucréri ce totalizau suma de 15.000 de lei. Tot acum
urmau sd se procure lemnele necesare incilzirii gcolilor, de la Ion Dumitrescu, proprietar de
depozite de cherestea®.

Activitatea economicd avea in vedere producerea unor produse ceramice, exploatarea
pietrei pentru constructie, fabricarea caramizilor, exploatarea carierelor de nisip §i huma. Existau
mai multe stabilimente care aveau ca obiect de activitate acest domeniu. Printre acestea sunt de
amintit: Fabrica de produse ceramice §i caramidadrie, cu un capital investit de 92000 lei aur, fortd
80 HP, 25 de lucratori; Cariera Costel si Roman Ioanid (piatrd); Cariera Medgidia Sud (piatra);
Cariera Zandini (nisip); Cariera Drogeanu (piatrd); Ion Tugui (humi); Compania Dobrogeana din
Medgidia, Fabrica ulei, capital investit 132614 lei aur, 65 HP3,

O importantd activitate desfagura fabrica de unelte agricole ,,Oprica Voicu”, care avea un
capital de 1,5 milioane lei, o fortd motrice de 27 CP, o capacitate de 120 de batoze, grape, piese
pentru magini agricole, rarite, cositoare, boroane, vanturatori. Sporea numirul angajatilor, de la 5
lucritori, la inceput, la 15 lucritori in vara anului 1947%7.

Ca urmare a cantititilor insemnate de cereale din zona, lua fiintd noua fabricd de paine
,»Albina”, o noud moara, un abator §i o fabrica de cirimizi §i teracotd. Se va infiinta o fabrici de
dulciuri si una de apa gazoasi, in 1939%.

In octombrie 1935, primarul Medgidiei Traian Petricu, anunta ci oragul avea un buget de

4-5 milioane de lei anual. Printre realizirile administratiei din anii 1934-1935, se pot enumera:
pietruirea a 640 m? de strazi, 878 m? rigole si trotuare, 252 m bordurd de piatri, amenajarea unei
sere de flori la Mormantul eroilor sarbi gi imprejmuirea localului Gimnaziului mixt, alimentarea cu
energie electricd, costurile fiind de 161.093 lei, pregitirea pentru darea in folosintd a noului
Gimnaziu, ce fusese inceput in 1926, proiectul de alimentare a orasului cu apa potabild, pastrarea
preturilor mici, la alimentele de baza*.

Pentru o exploatare judicioasa si eficientd a Uzinei electrice a fost realizat un regulament
pentru executarea intretinerii §i exploatdrii instalatiilor de distribuire i utilizare a electricitatii*°.

In primavara anului 1936 erau realizate §i alte investitii precum: construirea unor noi
strdzi, rigole §i trotuare, reparatia unor localuri de gcoli, reparatii la Localul Comunal, la hala
comunali si la oborul de vite. Nu erau uitate nici cazarma si grajdul pompierilor, imprejmuirea si
repararea geamiei §i imprejmuirea cimitirului ortodox. Una din cele nai importante investitii din
aceastd perioadi a fost constructia Uzinei electrice*!.

Toate aceste realizdri au contribuit la cresterea nivelului de trai al locuitorilor si la

asigurarea unui trai decent §i imbelsugat.

3 N.Georgescu, Invétamaéntul in Dobrogea, in volumul Dobrogea. 50 de ani de viea}d romaneasci, Bucuresti, 1928,
p.675.

3 S.J.AN.C., Fond Primdria Medgidia, Dosar 5/1925, ff. 92-93.

¥]bidem, Dosar 12/1926, £.34.

¥Ibidem, £.49; ff.54-55.

%7 Stoica Lascu, Din istoricul industriei romdnegti interbelice. Principalele componente ale ramurilor de profil din
Dobrogea, 1n Pontica, XX, 1987, p.211.

3®Ibidem.

¥Vointa Dobrogei, V, nr. 15, din 13 octombrie 1935, ff.1-2; lucririle la noul gimnaziu au demarat in 1926 cu suma
de 1.500 000 lei, Ministerul de resort a aprobat suma de 200. 000 lei, iar prin actiunile deputatului de Medgidia, a
fost colectatd suma de 300.000 lei.

0 S.J.AN.C., Fond Primdria Medgidia, Dosar 7/1935, 4.

“bidem, 1.5-6.
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tnregistrau 5933, in anul 1934 se inregistreaza 6003 locuitori, iar in anul 1935 se ajungea la 6048
locuitori®’.

Din aceste date statistice putem observa cresterea populatiei agezarii de la an la an, in
special cu negustori interesati de tranzactiile comerciale din tirgul renumit al Panairului.

Comunititile striine stabilite in Dobrogea §i la Medgidia, au dat culoare provinciei,
respectiv orasului si s-au afirmat intr-un teritoriu care le-a primit i adoptat fara rezerve. Aceste
grupuri etnice au contribuit la popularea oragului, la constructia unor locuinte tipice, la sporirea
veniturilor si la cresterea prestigiului agezirii, pe termen mediu si lung.

Orasul era animat prin existenfa cafenelelor, restaurantelor, dughenelor existente si a
targurilor sdptdmanale si periodice.

II. MEDGIDIA IN THE INTERWAR PERIOD

In the period between the two world wars, Medgidia will recover from an economic
point of view. The number of inhabitants will be on a permanent increase. Two tile and brick
factories operated in Medgidia!!, and the Dobrogea Company, which processes the agro-animal
products of the hinterland of the locality, operated in the food industry.

In 1908, trader Traian Petricu founded a carbonated water factory with a daily
production of 800 500 bottles of lemonade siphon that and will work throughout the interwar
period.

The city’s inhabitants dealt with agriculture, animal rearing, vine cultivation, trade,
opened manufactures and then factories, showing themselves as pioneers of the local industry.

There was a hospital where the problems caused by malaria, an older problem faced by
the inhabitants of the area, were dealt with. In 1921, there were 20-25 cases, with 50% fewer
cases than in the previous year. By distributing the 15 kg of quinine, the problem has been
solved!, at least for a while.

In 1924, the "Stanild Mill" was opened, equipped with an oil press, which had a
production of 120 wagons annually. It also functioned in the early years of the communist
regime, being nationalized. A new carbonated water factory was built in 1939, owned by the
Manciu family, with a daily production of 700 siphons and 500 lemonade bottles.

On the verge of the Second World War the "Daris" Factory, which produced candy and
halva, was functioning. The activity will cease due to the war and its owner will immigrate to
Greece!®, the situation of insecurity causing him to leave Medgidia.

The occupations of the inhabitants of Medgidia, irrespective of their ethnic origin, were
diverse, being driven by pecuniary interests, affirmation within the community and the
preserving of previous family occupations.

As a result of the implementation of the agrarian reform, cereal houses will be set up,
including: "Dreyffus Society", "Damadian Brothers" (owned by Armenian traders), and the
British Capital Company "Pascale", and cereal stores of the big landowners from town. We are
also noticing a revival in the banking system, through the establishment of the ,, infrétirea’ ’ Bank
Medgidia (in 1924), Scont Bank (in 1925) and "Unirea" Popular Bank (since 1930).

In 1923, the ethnic situation of the city was as follows: 5375 Romanians, 5 Germans,
93 Hungarians, 4 Russians, 92 Bulgarians, 484 Turks, 23 Jews and 176 other nations. The
population of the town consisted of 6252 inhabitants.

There is an amalgam of gentiles, an ethnic conglomerate and a town of medium size. At
that time it was one of the most populated cities in central Dobrogea.

6 Sabin Samuila, La population de la Dobroudja, Editeur Institut Central de Statistique, Bucharest, 1939, p.122,
p.124, pp.125-127.
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The preparation of the children took place at the Mixed Gymnasium "Engineer I. Ghe.
Duca", having Mr. Stefan Pretorian as the principal. There were 101 students, of whom 97 were
Romanians, 3 Greeks and one Italian. Cultural activities were organized within the Doctor Istrate
Cultural Society, which was active in the school.

In 1925, among the occupations of the inhabitants of Medgidia, there were those of:
farmers, vine-growers, cattle economists, sheep owners, farm owners, traders and land tenants.
The Farming Association "Traian's Wave" was also active, grouping farmers with common
interests.

In 1926 it was decided to entrust the repairs of the roof of the Communal Palace to Ion
Lingurita, a tinsmith, repairs amounting to 15,000 lei. Also the woods needed for the heating of
the schools were to be purchased from Ion Dumitrescu, owner of timber warehouses.

The economic activity involved the production of ceramic products, the exploitation of
stone for construction, the production of bricks, the exploitation of sand and humid pits. There
were several establishments that were active in this field. Among these are the ceramic and
bricklayer factory with an invested capital of 92000 lei gold, 80 HP force, 25 workers; Career
Costel and Roman Ioanid (stone); Career Medgidia South (stone); Career Zandini (sand); Career
Drogeanu (stone); Ion Tugui (clay); Dobrogea Company from Medgidia, The Oil factory,
invested capital 132614 lei gold, 65 HP.

An important activity was the "Oprica Voicu" agricultural tool factory, which had a
capital of 1.5 million lei, a driving force of 27 HP, a capacity of 120 thrashers, grapes,
agricultural machinery parts, rattlers, mowers, stubble, swamps. It increased the number of
employees, from 5 workers in the beginning to 15 workers in the summer of 1947.

As a result of the significant quantities of cereals in the area, the new "Albina" bread
factory, a new mill, a slaughterhouse and a brick and terracotta factory were established. A
sweets factory and a gaseous water plant will be set up in 1939.

In October 1935, the Mayor of Medgidia, Traian Petricu, announced that the city had a
budget of 4-5 million lei annually. Among the achievements of the administration in 1934-1935
we can mention the paving of 640 m? of streets, 878 m? of gutters and pavements, 252 m of stone
border, the arrangement of a flower room at the Serbian Heroes' Tomb and the surrounding
Gymnasium, the power supply electricity, the costs raising to 161,093 lei, preparation for
putting into operation of the new Gymnasium, which had begun in 1926, the project of feeding
the city with drinking water, maintaining the low prices for basic food.

For the judicious and efficient operation of the Power Plant, a regulation was developed
for the execution and maintenance of electricity distribution and use facilities.

In the spring of 1936, other investments were made, such as the construction of new
streets, gutters and sidewalks, the repair of some school premises, repairs of the Communal
Center, the Communal Hall and the cattle ranch. The barracks and the barracks of the firemen,
the fencing and repairing of the glacier and the enclosure of the orthodox cemetery were not
forgotten either. One of the most important investments in this period was the construction of the
Power Plant.

All these achievements have contributed to raising the living standards of the
inhabitants and ensuring a decent and rich living.

The total works in the years 1935-1936 amounted to 1,494,084 lei. This balance sheet
of the city administration was presented to those who participated in the inauguration of the
agricultural canton of Medgidia, alongside Minister Vasile P. Sassu.

Mayor Traian Petricu has been constantly concermed with the maintenance and
operation of the electricity distribution and use facilities provided by the Urban Commune
Electricity Plant.

The position of Director of the Municipal Electricity Company was owned by the French
engineer Paul Boisset, who was invested on May 25" 1935.

The "Voicu Opric" Farm Factory had a capital of 1.5 million lei, a driving force of 27 HP
and a variable staff, making various agricultural machinery and spare parts.

35

www.ziuaconstanta.ro



One of the largest construction materials factories in Dobrogea was the Factory of
Refractory Bricks and Basalt Tubes, which had in 1928 80 HP, 25 workers and 6 machinery for
processing the raw material procured from the area. In 1938, 106 employees were working on
this fabric.

At the power plant, the mechanic function was owned by Sefchi Abdurazac, whom we
found on August 16, 1941, with a salary of 4800 lei. The prices for lampante oil were also set at
3.70 lei / liter, and the salt was sold at the price of 2.70 lei per warehouse, and at retail at 3.40 lei
/kg.

¢ In 1938 a mixed system mill, owned by the former Mayor of the Carol Kaiser War,
operated in Medgidia.

Regarding the economic activity and the service provider, there can be found ironworks
works belonging to Constantin Ion Ene, a tailor shop belonging to Gheorghe Perfache, the
location on "King Carol II", a coffee shop, owned by Maria Arsene, and the merchant Cristu
Vasilief, announced the termination of its activity in the shop no. 14 from the Old Hall, where
they started trading beverages, starting with January 1% 1938. Gheorghe Voiculescu, Petre
Manciu and Anghel Popescu held commercial activities with timber, having important deposits.

The Electric Factory was specifically renovated to install this facility, consisting of
three rooms, dating back to Ottoman domination. Local authorities had the obligation to maintain
the premises of the Electric Factory, from their own funds.

We can conclude by saying that in the interwar period the city has developed, a number
of investments have been made, including the Electricity and Water Factory, and in the turbulent
times for the country it has made its human and material contribution.

The communal power plant was equipped with a 60 HP engine and an electric
generator of 40 KW, the public lighting being present only in one part of the city.

There were three school canteens at the Primary School of Girls, Boys School No.1 and
Boys School no. 2, through the care of local authorities. The canteens served 150 hot meals,
marmalade and tea to students. The Town Hall also took care of the town's sanitation, the
garbage being stored in portable boxes, easy to handle by a specialized service.

In 1942, local authorities were interested in supplying the city with water, operating the
sewage system, the power plant to be equipped with a second generator set, with an engine to
develop at least 100 HP and an electric generator of 60 KW, the construction of a new
slaughterhouse for the slaughter of large animals, the fencing of the cattle trade, the construction
of new locations for schools and the construction of roads.

In the days after August 23" 1944, battles took place. in the central and northern area
of Dobrogea on the Medgidia-Cernavoda line. On the night of August 237-24% 1944, fights took
place at Cemavoda and Seimenii Mari against German ships, which forced the crossing, using
the armament. In Medgidia, Tortoman and Cernavoda there were bloody confrontations on
August 27th-29th 1944, for the control of the railway and the bridge over the Danube.

On August 28" 1944 bloody confrontations took place in the Tortoman-Medgidia area,
with a column of 800-900 German troops who eventually had to surrender. The German
detachments intended to destroy the Cemavoda bridge system but were annihilated by the
Romanian artillery. General Tschammer und Osten himself, commander of the German troops in
Dobrogea, along with 65 other officers, was taken prisoner and held at Cernavoda camp.

The Colonel Petre Matei, Commander of the 13th Artillery Regiment, captures on the
morning of August 29" 1944, 500 enemies, 109 horses, four trucks, four wagons, two mobile
kitchens and two motorcycles.

Countless were the Medgidia youths who fought in the Second World War. Among
them we can mention Constantin Bleandd, Stoian Cernica, Andrei Costea, Vasile Popa, Dr.
Haralambie Teodoru, Stefan Ganea, who were decorated for their deeds of bravery, or gave the
supreme gacnﬁce for their homeland, such as Dumitru Floroiu, Gheorghe Coman, Ion Caraignat,
Vgsﬂe Mitu, Resad Etem, Mihail Toma, Gheorghe Vlad etc. Local authorities gathered food,
animals, clothing, and footwear for soldiers on the front.
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